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Chick Lit (Women’s Fiction)

Chick lit is a term that has been in use since the mid-1990s and early 2000s, with

its popularity declining before 2010.

Chick lit is a genre of literature that focuses on female protagonists. These stories

are usually targeted at younger women and are described as “popular fiction”.

Chick lit is essential because it is a genre that focuses on the everyday lives of

women, stories that are incredibly relatable to readers. These stories feature

protagonists struggling with the same things that the readers may be, including

friendships, relationships, career problems, and more.

Characteristics of Chick Lit:

Traditionally aimed at young female readers.
Elements of popular fiction.

Relatable protagonist.

Focuses on the trials a woman faces in the world.
Romantic relationships and friendships are central.

Female protagonist in her 20s or 30s.

Today, the term “chick lit” has fallen out of favour. Some writers and publishers

use terms like “funny women’s fiction,” simply “women’s fiction,” or “light

women’s fiction” [9].


https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/protagonist/

Can you keep a secret?
Chapter 1

Active Vocabulary

stone — 1 ctoyn = 14 ¢ynTiB (6, 35 kr);

| weigh 9 stone 3 — Mos saea — 0es’ssmb cmoynie mpu gpynmu.

screw it up — 3irncyBartu, HalOPTAYUTH;

This is my big chance and I'm not going to screw it up.
show off — kpacyBaTtucs, xusysatucs (Show-offy — nperensiiinuii);

red-eye— HiYHUI [TOMIT, HIYHUHN JTITAK;
When | arrived, the Glen Oil marketing guys started on this long, show-offy
‘who's-travelled-the-most?' conversation about airmiles and the red-eye to

Washington.

appraisal — arecrarris;

... on Monday I'm having my yearly appraisal meeting with my boss, Paul.

Marketing Executive — MapKeTHHIOBHI KE€PIBHUK;

'‘By the way, I've been promoted to Marketing Executive.'

fib — BuramyBsatu, mpubpixysaru;

She must have known | was fibbing.

deluded moron — noBipauBmii 60JIBaH;

I am such a deluded moron.

Impinge on one's coNsciousNess — MPOHWKATH B CB1IOMICTh;,

But now Doug Hamilton's voice starts to impinge on my consciousness.

jolt of alarm — npuctyn TpuBory,

| feel a jolt of alarm — Meni cmae axocv necnokiino.
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pull out of the deal — Buiitu 3 yronwu;

Is he trying to pull out of the deal?

recap the situation — me pa3 MOsSCHUTH CHUTYAIIiIO;
'But if you could just... um, recap the situation for all our benefits..."

In plain English, I beg silently.

set up — BiamryBary,

Paul said it was all set up and all | had to do was shake their hands.
win them round (over) — BMOBHTH iX;

close the deal — 3akputu yroay;
I can't let this slip away! I have to try to win them round. | have to try and shut

the deal. Close the deal. That's what | meant.

byword — yoco0beHHs;

... Panther drinks have been a byword for energy, excitement and excellence.

blurb — xopotka anoraris (pexiiama) Ha KHUTY, QiTbM a00 TOBap;

This is the standard marketing blurb for Panther Cola.

settle for nothing but the best — He moromkyBaTHcs Hi Ha IO IHIIE, KPIM
HaMKpaIioro;
'‘By buying a Panther health drink, the consumer is signalling that he will settle

for nothing but the best.'

on the spot — HeraiiHo;
I'm flying! I'm fantastic! If Paul could see me now, he'd give me a promotion on

the spot!

dejected — mpurHiyeHwmit;
As | drag my heels across the concourse at Glasgow Airport, | feel completely

dejected.



jam the photocopier — 3aknuHATH (371aMaTH) KCEPOKC;
| feel like phoning the office and saying 'That's it, I'm never coming back again,

and by the way, it was me who jammed the photocopier that time.

quid — GyHT CTEepIIiHTIB;

And also because | owe my dad four thousand quid.

fraud barrister — anBokart mo maxpaiicTny;
She's always known she wanted to be a lawyer — and now, ta-daah! She's a fraud

barrister.

temp and apply for jobs — TumuacoBo nparroBaTH Ta IIyKaTH poOOTY;
Meanwhile I got more and more into debt, and started temping and applying for

jobs which actually paid money.

drench — 06aurH;
'‘Not only did I not get the deal, | drenched the marketing director of Glen Oil in

cranberry drink.’

tail off evasively — neneBHO 3aMOBKaTH;
'So, did I have any messages?' 'Oh! Erm... no. I mean, your dad did phone, but...

um... you know... it wasn't..." She tails off evasively.

How did you get on? — SIk Bce mpoiimuio / TBOi cripaBu?

'‘And Connor rang, too, to see how you got on," adds Lissy quickly.

freeze — 3aBmepTH;

'What is it?' | say, pleasantly. | look down, and freeze, aghast.

My mind’s gone blank — ¥ romiosi abcomtoTHa mopoxHeya.
My mind's gone blank. This is ridiculous. I mean, there's so much that is

wonderful aboutConnor.

We use our discretion — Mu niemo Ha BIaCHUHN PO3CY/I.
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'Really? But... can you just upgrade people like that?'

'If there are spare seats, we can. We use our discretion. And this flight is so short.'

flutter of apprehension — HenpreMHO JIOCKOYE BiUyTTS TOOOOBAHHS;
| reach for my seatbelt and buckle it up nonchalantly, trying to ignore the flutters

of apprehension in my stomach.

1 Match the words and expressions to their definitions

1) stone a) informal completely mismanage or
mishandle a situation;

2) screw up b) informal a stupid person;

c) informal a plane journey during the night;
3) show off d) tell unimportant lies;

e) Brit. a measurement of weight, especially
4) red-eye (flight) the weight of a person, equal to 14 pounds or
6.35 kilograms;

5) executive f) informal boastfully display one's abilities
or accomplishments;

6) moron g) a person with senior managerial
responsibility in a business organization;

7) impinge on h) advance over an area belonging to
someone or something else;

8) fib 1) aformal assessment, typically in an
interview, of the performance of an employee
9) appraisal over a particular period;

J) make the arrangements necessary for

10) setup something




1) byword a) anxiety or fear that something bad or
unpleasant will happen;

2) blurb b) become suddenly motionless or paralyzed
with fear or shock;

3) on the spot c) a person or thing cited as a notable and
outstanding example or embodiment of

4) dejected something;

d) without any delay; immediately;

5) jam e) become or make unable to move or work

due to a part seizing up or becoming stuck;

6) drench f) the freedom to decide what should be
done in a particular situation;
7) freeze g) sad and depressed; dispirited;
h) a short description of a book, film, or
8) blank other product written for promotional
puUrposes;
9) discretion 1) wet thoroughly; soak;

j) having temporarily no knowledge or

10) apprehension understanding

2 Find synonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the active

vocabulary

1 When politicians mess things up, it is the people who pay the price.

2 Finally, the professor repeated the main points of the lesson.

3 The article started with an evaluation of the current political situation.

4 The managing director is the person with overall responsibility for the
efficient running of a company, organization, etc.

5 He laughed loudly when I accused him of lying.
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6 Why did she call me a blockhead?

7 The buyer backed out of the bargain the day before they were due to sign
the contract.

8 I left the total amount of investment to their judgement.

9 Mary stepped to the microphone but, suddenly, forgot the lyrics.

10 “This is the police! Do not move! Stay where you are!”

11 How did it go?

12 | poured fruit juice over my laptop.

13 Ifany paper got stuck while feeding from the tray into the printer, gently pull
it back out of the printer to remove it.

14 They pay him 4,000 pounds a month, but he performs his duties negligently
and lets things slide.

15 The economic boom is beginning to taper off... We are facing hard times.
16 What is the reason for seeking new employment?

17 During the 'flu season many people feel under the weather.

18 “You gotta go big or go home!” said Mary to George when they were
selecting a new car.

19 The short promotional description of the moviesaid that it
"will touch your heart".

20 We came to terms and struck the bargain.

21 Professor Moriarty has become an embodiment of evil.

22 Paul tried to convince the jury of the truth of his words.

23 Could you give me a quick review on what happened in Brazil last month?
24 Pamela wrote to me that everything had been arranged and they were waiting
for my coming on Sunday.

25 The roof must be repaired without delay.
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https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=You%20gotta%20go
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/quick
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/happen

3 Answer the questions

1

What Emma’s secrets do you remember? What can they tell us about Emma’s

personality?

2
3

Did Emma hold a senior or junior position in the Marketing department?

What careers did Emma have?

4 Why did Glen Oil pull out of the deal with the Panther Corporation? How did

Emma try to save the situation?

5

6
7
8

What was Emma’s ambition?
How did Emma react to planes?
Did Emma have a whirlwind romance with Connor?

Do you see any discrepancy in the development of the plot in Chapter 1?

Extension Activities

In Chapterl, Emma struggles to find a decent job.

Write an essay about your idea of a perfect job.
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Chapter 2-3

Active Vocabulary

run out of steam — BUCHaXXUTHCS, BUMEPIIATH CBOI MOXIIMBOCTI;

But | ran out of steam at about 350 (to get asleep).

veneer of calm — BuauMicTh COKOIO;
With an outward veneer of calm | reach for the laminated safety instructions and

run my eyesover them.

zillion — He3niyeHHa KiJIbKICTh,

Of course | can't use my mobile. They've only said it about fifty-five zillion times.

jerk up one’s head — migBecT roI0BY, 3aKUHYTH TOJIOBY;

Fuck. My head jerks up. What was that bump? Did we just get hit?

plummet — cTpiMKo magaTy;

We're plummeting downwards. The plane's dropping through the air like a stone.

rollercoaster — «aMepuKaHCBHKI TIPKH»;

It's like a bad dream. A bad rollercoaster dream.

let alone... — He Kaxxy4u BxKe mpo...

Keep calm? | can't breathe, let alone keep calm. What are we going to do?

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee... Pagyiics, Mapie, 6maromari
noBHa, ['ocniogs 3 T00010... (ocrosna morumea oo /lieu Mapii. Ilouunaemucs 3i
cnig, skumu apxaneen I aspuin npusimas bocopoouyio 6 oenv bnacosiwenns).

I can hear someone behind me reciting '‘Hail Mary, full of grace...’ and a fresh,

choking panic sweeps through me. People are praying. This is real.

OK, folks, that’s it, you’re all goners! — Jlagro, moOpi Jronu, 1€ Bce, BaM

KIHELb!
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https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%94%D1%96%D0%B2%D0%B0_%D0%9C%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%96%D1%8F
https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%90%D1%80%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BB_%D0%93%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%97%D0%BB
https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%91%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%86%D1%8F
https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%91%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%96%D1%89%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8F

taken aback — npuronomimmenwii, 3axorieHn 3HEHAIBKA,;

'I'm sorry?' says the man, sounding taken aback, but | barely hear him.
| draw myself up short with a jolt — 5 pi3ko Bunpsmisitocs.

flustered — cxBunboBaHUH, po3ry0JICHUH;
lurch — kperuTucs, XumuTHCS;
Flustered, I push the hair off my face and try to get a hold of myself...

The plane's lurching again. We're plummeting.
But it didn’t work out like that... — Ase Bce ckianocst He Tax...

torrent of words — niorik ciiB;
Every time the plane bumps or jolts, another torrent of words pours randomly

out of my mouth... — ll[opa3y, xonu rimak naoae abo mpacemucs...

grotty — noTBOpHUIA, OTUIHU;

serve her right — Tax 1it i Tpe0a;

... even though I've got this really grotty little desk...’

'... sometimes I water her stupid spider plant with orange juice, just to serve her

right..."

Shall we nip out to Starbucks? — Yu He ukypHyTn Ham 10 Ctapbakcy?

GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) — atecrar npo 3arajibHy
CEpEIHIO OCBITY;
"... put "Maths GCSE grade A" on my CV, when I really only got C. I know it was

dishonest.

blurt out — 6oBKHYTH, JTATTHYTH (SI3UKOM);
keep in check — TpumaTH i1 KOHTpPOJIEM;
Normally there's a kind of filter which stops me blurting out everything I'm

thinking; which keeps me in check.
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skim — (over, through) mBuako nepernsuary,

So | just skimmed the back and pretended I'd read it.

I just cracked... — 1 mpocTo «3mamanacs. ..
scoff the lot — Bce 3’icTH;
'... I just cracked, | secretly bought this huge tub of Haagen-Dazs and scoffed the

lot, and I never told Lissy..."

ask out — 3anpocuTy Ha MOOAYEHHS;

So he asked me out.

drive crackers — 3BoguTH 3 po3ymy (JpaTyBaTth);
... every single Woody Allen film off by heart and says each line before it comes

and it drives me crackers...’

dazed — 3auBOBaHMU, BpaKECHUIA;

'‘What?' | look up dazedly. 'What is it?'

blabber — 6a3ikaru;

I've been blabbering non-stop for an hour to this complete stranger.
You were on a roll — Bac 0yo He 3ynuHuTH.

call after — kpuuyaTu HaB3IOTIH;
'Yes. I'll be fine. Thanks. Enjoy your visit!" | call after him, but I don't think he

hears.

stalk off in a huff — it oOpaxeHum;

I'm not ready to get married. But if | say 'no' he'll stalk off in a huff.

Something’s tugging at my brain — [I{ock mopnaeTbcs B royoBi.

Something's tugging at my brain trying to send me a message...
I wasn’t at my most lucid — byna He 30BciM y 310pOoBOMY pO3yMi.

aftermath — nacnigok (HeraTuBHHMI);
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| don't know if it's the aftermath of the plane journey or love.

My mind gropes blearily for clues — Miii po3ym 1rykae HaBrmoMarku Kiao4u (10
PO3TaIKH).

groggy — He 1o co0i;

'How are you feeling?' - 'All right." ... A bit groggy.'

Quite a day yesterday! — I1{o 3a neHn OyB yuopal

| should get going — MeHi Tpeba iTH.

cross one’s fingers — cxpenryBaTd BKa3iBHUN 1 cepefHid manblll (MpOTH
HABPOYCHHS, HA IIACTSA 1 T. I1.), a TAKOXK, 100 HE criiiMain Ha OpexHi,

... often wear them,' I say, crossing my fingers behind my back.
It may grow on me — 3 gacom, MOKJIMBO, I 3BHKHY.

be dismayed — mae 3nauenns '3sacMyTHTHCS', ane 6 HbOMY OydHCe CUNbHULL e
00UH, 000AMKOBUL BIOMIHOK HENPUEMHO20, ULOKYIOU020 NOOUBY,

Oh my God!" She stares at the page in dismay. 'l only got 33!

chucked her — kunyB ii;
But ever since her boyfriend Simon chucked her, Lissy's had really low self-

esteem.

tanned and groomed — 3acmariia ta IOTISHYTA;

get on — naguTH, OyTH B TOOPHUX CTOCYHKAX;

| do get on with Jemima. Kind of.
dinner-party — 3Banuii 00iy (Beuipka);

mind you — 3ayBaxTe (arenilicoKull 8upas, wjo SUKOPUCMOBYEMbCSL 8 POZMOGHII
MOBI 01151 yMOUHeHH sl hakmy abo 0Jis1 mo2o, wob sHecmu 0COOUCMICHY OUIHKY);

break up with — mopsatu crocynku;
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Her dad bought it for her as a present when she broke up with a guy after three
dates. Like she was heartbroken. Mind you, he had a yacht, so she probably was

heart-broken.

gape at — TMBUTHUCS B MOJIMBI;
word on the street — uyTkamu 3emMIIsI TIOBHUTHCS
'So Emma, is it true you're moving in with Connor?' | gape at her.

‘How did you know that?' *"Word on the street.’

If you make the wrong move, you’ve had it — SIxio 3po6uB HeBipHHMIA XiJI, TH

IpOTrpas.

rock (sl.) — miamanr;

Pavlovian — inctunktiBHuiA (110 [1aBnoBy);

Still holding out for Royalty? — Bce nie mituin y koposiBcbky poauny? 'Just
remember, Emma, if you want a rock on your finger, don't move in with Connor.’
Her eyes give a swift, Pavlovian glance to the photograph on the mantelpiece of
her meeting Prince William at a charity polo match. 'Still holding out for

Royalty?" says Lissy. 'How much younger is he than you, Jemima?'

pull a sympathetic face — cmiBuysatu informal.

She pulls a sympathetic face. ‘Good luck. I hope it's OK.'

1 Match the following words and expressions with their definitions

1) run out of a) asmall railway at a fair that goes up and
down steep slopes fast and that people ride on
2) plummet for pleasure or excitement;

b) use up one's supply of something;

3) rollercoaster c) fall or drop straight down at high speed;
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4) folks

5) taken aback

d) used as a friendly form of address to
a group of people;
e) to request (a person) politely to come or

go to a place; invite;

6) torrent f) startled or disconcerted;

g) British informal go there quickly or for
7) nip out a short time;

h) an overwhelming outpouring of
8) blurt out (something, typically words);

1) give way or cause to give way under
9) crack torture, pressure, or strain;

J) say (something) suddenly and without
10) ask out careful consideration
1) dazed a) great surprise;

2) aftermath

3) astonishment

4) cross one's fingers

5) dismayed

6) chuck

7) grow on

b) to secretly put one finger over another
finger, because you are telling a lie — done
especially by children;

c) informal end a relationship with a partner;

d) afraid, worried or sad by something
unpleasant and unexpected,;

e) become gradually more appealing to
(someone/something);

f) to put an end to a relationship with
a partner,;

g) automatic; involuntary;

h) be confused and bewildered,;
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8) break up with 1) the consequences or after-effects of
a significant unpleasant event;

9) word on the street J) arumour or piece of information
currently being circulated

10) Pavlovian

2 Find synonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the active

vocabulary

1 The storm petered out, and the sun appeared in the sky.

2 Their friendship was in semblance rather than in fact.

3 You have countless reasons for not cleaning your room.

4 The company profits plunged almost by 90% last year.

5 Hey, guys, are you ready? The taxi arrives in 10 minutes.

6 The defender was caught napping, and Yarmolenko scored a goal.

7 1 thought we would find a way out and strike the deal, but it wasn't meant to be.
8 | was disturbed to hear that the expedition to Alpha Centauri had been placed
on a shelf.

9 She watched the enormous flow of cars in the street.

10 Once upon a time there lived a hideous monster.

11 Daniela is a very good person. If she chucked Daniel, he asked for it!

12 | need to run over to the store to buy some bread.

13 She blabbed to the press that her husband severed a contract with Barcelona.
14 When Mary found out that she had missed the train, she broke down and cried.

15 The prices soared in the consequences of the economic crisis.
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3 Find antonyms to the bold words and word combinations (active

vocabulary) in the table to make sentences logical

fall head over heels in love pull oneself together once

go awry posh out of sorts
soar up not to turn a hair prerequisites
at odds chuck keep it under one's hat
not utter a word leave contended alive and kicking

1 Taras ran a marathon late in life, just to prove he ran out of steam.

2 Olena went sailing only a zillion times on Jamaica, but she didn't like it and
never wanted to repeat the adventure.

3 Property prices have plummeted down to a new record and are continuing
to grow.

4 Petro was taken aback when he realized the deadline was due in two days. He
just said that everything was going according to plan.

5 Unfortunately, things worked out very well. Their company went bankrupt.

6 OK, you win. I'll tell you when he is going to propose to her, but you must blurt
it out.

7 Just imagine! Michael asked Lisa out to a grotty restaurant in downtown
Santiago. He must be doing well in business.

8 Daniel felt there were hard times ahead. Therefore, he cracked, rolled up his
sleeves and got to work.

9 They have been on the plane for five hours in adjacent seats but blabbered non-
stop.

10 They paid him 30 grand in advance, and he stalked off in a huff.

11 Our task is to create the necessary aftermath for the successful project
implementation.
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12 Duncan and Kate seem to be getting on really well. They haven't already been
talking for a month!

13 He offered her the heart and hand in Paris. It was so romantic!

14 He broke up with her, and they set off on a romantic trip.

15 You look awful! What's the matter? — Well, | was on a roll yesterday and lost

three matches in a row!

4 Answer the questions

1 How did Emma feel on the plane?

2 What did we learn about Emma’s cousin Kerry?

3 What are Emma’s secrets regarding applying for a job and nipping out from
work?

4 What are Emma’s views on ideal relationships?

5 What are Emma’s favourite food and drinks?

6 What do we know more about Connor (Emma’s boyfriend) and their relations?
7 How can you describe the stranger (next-seat neighbour) at the plane, to whom
Emma blurted out all her secrets?

8 Why did Connor come to the airport?

9 Do Emma’s and Connor’s tastes differ or they are the same?

10 Why was there an awkward situation with “darling”?

11 Describe Lissy (Emma’s flatmate).

12 Describe Jemima (Emma’s flatmate).

13 What person (Lissy or Jemima) do you like more? Why?

14 Is Lissy or Jemima a close friend of Emma’s?

15 What piece of advice did Jemima give Emma? How did Jemima see
a relationship?

16 What secrets do Emma and Lissy keep from Jemima?
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Chapter 4-5

Active Vocabulary

homily — 1) yepk. nponoBiap 2) MoBYaHHS, HACTABJISHHS (0COOJUBO HYIHE);
cherish your family — vi>xkno mo6uTH cBOYO pOAKHY;

feel chastened — BiguyBaTH 1OKOpH CyMITIHHOCTI;

resolution — TBepauit Hamip, OOIITHKA;

stress out — BuBoauTH 3 cede;

wind me up — Hakpy4YyBaTH MEHE;

serene — crokiiHuii, 6e3TypOOTHUH;

At the end, Cindy gave this little homily about how it's far too easy to take our
families for granted and that they gave us life and we should cherish them. And
suddenly I felt really chastened.

So these are my resolutions for today:

I will not:

Let my family stress me out.

Feel jealous of Kerry, or let Nev wind me up.

I will:

Stay serene and loving and remember that we are all sacred links in the eternal

circle of life.

hiya — exclamation an informal greeting;

Origin: 1940s, alteration of how are you?
chum — npyxe, npusitesns;

safe and sound — 1inwmii 1 HEYIIKOIKESHHUIA;

'‘Not today!" I give a little laugh. 'Safe and sound.’

convention — 36opu, Gopywm;
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Nev runs his family's company, which supplies office equipment all round the

country, and he met Kerry at some convention for young entrepreneurs.

tax deductible (item) — HeommogaTkoByBaHa cyma,
‘Thirty-seven-two-fifty," says Nev triumphantly. ‘And free CD changer. Tax
deductible," he adds.

allowance — 3apo6iTHa miaTa;
I use my allowance to buy him a boxful for every time | come home.

now and then — vac Bijg vacy, iHOI;

lout — Haxa, xam; JIFOIMHA, SIKa arPECUBHO MMOBOUTHCS;

"Teenagers in hoods with flickknives roam the underground, it said. Drunken
louts, breaking bottles..."

y0-YO0 — #10-i10, YOPTEHsI Ha HUTOYIII (irpaiika);

pass away — ImiTH 3 KUTT;
'When you get to my age; when the people you've known and loved all your life

start to pass away...

pick up a few tips — B3saTH Ha 3aMITKY J€KiJIbKa IMOPAI;

have a go — cipoOyBarty;

'Do you want to have a go, Emma?’ says Kerry. 'Copy me?'

simper — MaHipHO, CAaMOBOBOJICHO ITOCMIXaTHCS;

She beams fondly at Kerry, who simpers back.

run errands — OyTH Ha MOCHJIKaX;

... but I'd really appreciate any chance, even a couple of days running errands.

mortified — npuHKeHMI;

| was so totally mortified, | never told anyone.
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upstage — 3aTbMapuTH,
something’s up — mock Ha3piBae;
'My present's slightly upstaged, I'm afraid. Never mind. I'll change it.'

I look up, alert. There's something about Kerry's voice. | know something's up.

wrong-foot — mincraBuTH, neperparu;

Kerry always manages to wrong-foot me.

pull oneself together — B3siTu cede B pykuy;

Trying to pull myself together, | reach for my wine glass and take a huge swig.
A penny for your thoughts! — Ilpo 110 11e BU 3aMHUCTHINCH?

make cracks — BigmyckaTu xapTH;

Then Nev will stop making cracks about my career.

bouncy — xBaBuii; eHepriiiHuii, 0aLOPHIA;

outfit — nyx;

I wake up on Monday morning feeling totally bouncy and positive, and get

dressed in my usual work outfit of jeans and a nice top.

pay off — cimatuT 6opr; po3IIaTUTHUC,;

I'm still paying off Dad.

quid — po3m. GYHT CTEPITIHTIB;

... a new top from French Connection costs about fifty quid.

Personnel — Bimain kaapis;

I look round to see Katie, my friend from Personnel.

the Tube / tube — metpo, mim3emka (y JlonmoHi);

and grudgingly start reading the article on the tube.

be seeing someone — 3ycTpivaTrcs 3 KHMOCH;

They've been seeing each other for a few weeks.
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do up — maroguTH, PEMOHTYBATH;

... which (country cottage) he's doing up at the weekends.

help out — Bupyuwry;

Then he said, how did I feel about helping out a bit while he was gone?

smudge — OpyIHUTH, Ca/HKATH TUISIMH;

He said my brushwork was careless! It wasn't careless! | only smudged one bit.

chuck someone — nmopBaTi 3 KUMOCh CTOCYHKH (KHHYTH);

You have to chuck him. Immediately. Now!

two-time — 3pamxyBary;

David was two-timing me.

crochet — rieTinHA raykoM;

OK. It is that | don't like crochet.

wistfully — 3 nerkoro 3a3apicTio;

Katie gazes wistfully at me.

rack one’s brain(s) — KpyTUTH MO3KOM;
I rack my brain for a moment, trying to remember the last time Connor and | had
a fight.

commotion — cym'strs; 6e3man;

Through the glass front of the building I can see a commotion in the foyer.

bewilderment — 3HIIKOBILIICTD, 3aMIIIAHHS,
be in turmoil — B crani xaocy, 6e3nany;

... we look at each other in bewilderment. The whole place is in turmoil.

ailing — sxuit 3HAXOAUTHCS y TIOTAHOMY CTaHi, IKAW 3a3HA€ TPYIHOIIIIB;

... Jack Harper and Pete Laidler bought up the ailing Zoot soft-drinks company.

In a tizz — «Ha ByXax CTOIThY;
No wonder Cyril's in a tizz.
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give or take — mpu6IM3HO;

out of the blue — six rpim cepen scHoro HeOa;

how come? — yomy? sik Tak?

'In about five minutes.' Dave consults his watch. 'Give or take.’” ‘But... but how

come?' says Katie. 'l mean, just out of the blue like this.'

Accounts — oyxranrepis,

agog — 30y ’KeHUM, SIKUI 3ropsi€ Bij IIKaBOCTI a00 HETEPITIHHS;

reclusive — caMiTHHLIBKHUH, BIUTFOQHALILKUA;

sell off — po3npomaBatu (0cOOIUBO 31 3HUIKKOIO);

... says Jane from Accounts, who's come up behind us in her coat and is listening,
agog. 'l thought ever since Pete Laidler died he was all grief-stricken and

reclusive...” Maybe he wants to sell us off, more like," says Jane darkly.

as if by clockwork — «sgx mo Hotax»;

As if by clockwork, the lift doors at the other end of the foyer open...

immaculate — 6e3xoranuuii;

... all looking immaculate in dark suits.

fulsome — yiecauBwif; mima0y3HUILKHS;

'‘Welcome to the Panther Corporation UK, Cyril says fulsomely.

get ON — MOCHIIIUTH;

He looks at his watch. 'You'd better get on. Your desk is a fucking mess.

scuttle — mocrimHo OirTH, TIKaTH,
hassled — ckyiioBmxeHuit;

As | scuttle to my desk, Cyril comes into the room, looking hassled.

OK, folks — JToOpe, xiomili Ta 1iByaTa;

'OK, folks," says Paul, striding into the department. 'He's on this floor.

almighty thud — xaxnuBwuii yaap;
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And as | see his face | feel an almighty thud, as though a bowling ball's landed

hard in my chest.

duck out (of sight) — 3HukHYyTH, yIIUTHCS,

He turns again, and | instinctively duck back out of sight, trying to keep calm.

no fuss — Hisiko1 MeTyIIIHI;

'Please,’ he says. 'No fuss. Just do what you would normally do.'

phoney smile — ¢panpumBa mocMimika;

... giving me a completely phoney smile.

prattle on — cynaunTn, 6a3ikaru;

| suddenly hear my own stupid voice, prattling on.

showy-off reply — xBactiauBa BiAIOBI b,

... while Artemis makes some showy-off reply.

flunky — nakei;

He's got limos and flunkies.

poxy — Brit, informal, rude 30BciM He3HAYHMIA;

He doesn't care if one of his employees got a poxy A grade or not.

fancy thinking — «BOuTH cO0i B TOJIOBY», «MOYKHA MTOAYMAaTH);

Fancy thinking even for a moment that. ..

blabbermouth — 6a3zixka;

I'm just a stupid, stupid blabbermouth.

feel put out — 6yt 3acmydeHNM; CTypOOBaHUM;
drivel — giceniTHULA;
'Why does Jack Harper want to see you?' says Artemis, sounding put out...

To stop her asking any more questions, | start typing drivel into my computer.

skive off — xantypurn; caukyBatw; yXunasTucs (Bix 000B'sI3KiB);
Christmas raffle — pizaBsina morepest (pedona);
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I'm a good employee. | try really hard and | don't skive off that often ... and I

organized the Christmas raffle...

callous — 6e3cepacunuii, 0e3ayIIHUN, HEUYHHUIHA;

How can he be so callous?

fraud — o6maH, maxpaicTBo;

'You know, a lot of people would call that fraud.

1 Match the following words and expressions with their definitions

1) homily

2) tax deductible

3) resolution

4) chum

5) safe and sound
6) simper

7) now and then

8) pick up a few tips
9) have a go

10) upstage

a) a close friend;

b) an amount of money you have to pay to
the government so that it can pay for public
services;

c) a firm decision to do or not to do
something;

d) uninjured; with no harm done;

e) smile in an affectedly coquettish, coy, or
ingratiating manner;

f) a useful piece of advice;

g) draw attention away from someone by
being more attractive or interesting;

h) occasionally; on and off;

1) make an attempt, try;

j) atedious moralizing lecture
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1) do up

2) smudge

3) two-time

4) reclusive

5) commotion

6) immaculate
7) no fuss

8) phoney smile
9) blabbermouth

10) callous

a) make something dirty by touching it and
leaving a substance on it;

b) informal to renovate or redecorate;

c) showing or having an insensitive and cruel
disregard for others;

d) informal a person who talks excessively or
indiscreetly;

e) avoiding the company of other people;
solitary;

f) astate of confused and noisy disturbance;

g) adisplay of unnecessary or excessive
excitement, activity, or interest;

h) perfectly clean, neat, or tidy;

1) informal deceive or be unfaithful to (a lover
or spouse);

j) not genuine

2 Find synonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the active

vocabulary

1 Stop lecturing me!

2 Do you have any remorse for what you did to your friends?

3 He's my buddy so you can always rely on him.

4 They walked away from an accident unscathed.

5 In that company he was struggling to obtain better wages.

6 Would you like to make an attempt to guess that word?

7 Steve outplayed all his opponents and won the prize.

8 She didn't wear the same costume two days in succession.

9 Mary married on the rebound when Mike dumped her.
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10 Mike didn't believe that Helen was unfaithful to him (none so deaf as those
that won't hear)

11 On second thoughts, roughly half the candidates were worthy professionals.
12 He was described as a man of impeccable honesty.

13 The boss found himself surrounded by insincere flattery.

14 Why is John always doing hackwork? If you don't want to spell things out,
I'm pretty good at calling a spade a spade.

15 It was heartless of Jane to remind Harry about his bad luck.

3 Find antonyms to the bold words and word combinations (active

vocabulary) in the table to make sentences logical

pay off phoney immaculate call the shots
two-time remain in the shadow reclusive anxious

heart of flint soothe like a clockwork commotion
let down out of the blue pull yourself together

1 Why don't you like Charles so much? Because he feels chastened.

2 The nurse is so good at stressing out children.

3 Why has Pete been so serene lately? What's happened?

4 It's a good idea to upstage colleagues at the morning conference. The boss is
under weather and looking for someone to wreak his vexation on.

5 Who runs errands in this company? Who is the big shot?

6 Give way to despair! There is always a way out.

7 His business took off, and he ran into debt.

8 Jack was loyal to his wife. Hence, she chucked him.

9 Don't help us out down. You are our last hope.

10 They went into the room to see what all the silence was about.
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11 Just as Taras expected the plane was delayed.

12 After retiring, she became increasingly sociable and lived alone.

13 She was dressed in a stained yellow outfit and looked gorgeous.

14 He gave the police his real address but did not manage to get away with it.
15 The event ran chaotically. Everybody was impressed with the impeccable

service and hospitality.

4 Answer the questions

1 What were Emma’s resolutions?

2 Describe Emma’s mum and dad.

3 Describe Kerry (Emma’s cousin).

4 Describe Nev (Kerry’s husband).

5 Describe Emma’s grandpa.

6 Can you describe the atmosphere at Mum'’s birthday?

7 How was Emma teased, made fun of?

8 What was Emma’s birthday present?

9 How did Kerry wrong-foot Emmy?

10 Did Emma want to stay up or leave early?

11 Why doesn’t Emma buy clothes in French Connection?
12 How did Katie spend her weekend?

13 Describe Katie’s boyfriends.

14 What is Katie’s hobby?

15 Why are Emma and Connor the perfect couple?

16 Can you tell us some words about Jack Harper and the foundation of
the Panther Corporation?

17 Why was there a commotion in the Panther building?
18 What was the atmosphere in the Marketing department?
19 How did Paul find out about the incident at Glen Oil?
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20 What were Cyril’s instructions for the Marketing department regarding Jack
Harper’s visit?

21 What were the ambitions of Emma’s colleagues and their expectations from
a meeting with the boss of the corporation?

22 How did Emma react to Jack’s appearance in her office?

23 Describe the conversation between Emma and Jack in his office?

Extension Activities

Write an essay about a well-known person as an example of a successful

career.
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Chapter 6-8

Active Vocabulary

bloody — npoxnsTui;

Oh God. Please. Not more talk about bloody Jack Harper.

agog — 30yI>KeHUH, SIKHU 3ropsi€ BiJ I[IKaBOCTI a00 HETEPIIHHSA;

Connor looks at me, agog. ‘So what's he like?"

career boost — kap’epHuii 3iT;

Wouldn't that be the most fantastic career boost?'

grudgingly — veoxoue;

So | take the article with me, and grudgingly start reading it on the tube.

dash for the doors — puBok 110 1Bepeii;

I nearly miss my stop and have to make one of those stupid dashes for the doors.

gist — cyTs;
Oh well. I'd kind of got the gist of it.

pop IN — 3axoauTH (3arIsHyTH);

| head towards the juice bar where | usually pop in before work.

have a crush on — 6ytu 3akoxaHum;

In fact, | had a miniature crush on him, before | started going out with Connor.

enthuse — 3axoruoBaTHCS; MPOSIBIISATH SHTY31a3M;

But Aidan was so enthused about it.

fib — BuramyBaTH, ropopuTH HenpaBy, MPUOPIXyBATH;

So I kind of... fibbed.

brownie — mokonaaHe TICTEYKO 3 TOPIXaMH;

Aidan picks up the brownie and pops it in a bag.
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swivel — po3Bopor;

'And remember: one-two-swivel!

exude confidence — BunpoMiHIOBaTH BIICBHEHICTb;
give it a g0 — HamaraTucs I0Ch 3pPOOUTH;

Maybe | should give it a go.

buggered up — BrCHa)KeHM#1, BAMOTAHHIA;

But with Jack Harper's arrival, everything got buggered up.

bottom line — npakTruHMit pe3yabTaT; MiACYMOK;
You had the chance at Glen Oil... Emma, bottom line is, you're not ready for

a higher position. In a year we'll see.

break off — panroBo 3amoBKkaTH;

| break off, breathing hard.

You have to carve out your own opportunities — To6i moTpibHO cTBOpIOBaTH

BJIACHI MOKJIMBOCTI.

ingratiating smile — yiecuBa mocmirika;

Paul's eyes alight on me and he gives me an ingratiating smile.

let one’s hair down — BiImoYnTH, «PO3CIA0IIOBATHCSY;
A chance for us all to let our hair down, enjoy meeting each other's families, and

have some fun!

redeem oneself — BunpaBuTHCH;

But maybe this is my chance to redeem myself!

act — npukuaaTucH,
'‘Bless you!' says Artemis. Her eyes meet mine brightly and | realize she's acting,

too.
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fly on the wall — «myxa Ha ctini». SIkio Bu kaxete, mo xoTim 6 OytH a fly on
the wall mig gac Oynp-sKo0i mofil, BU MaeTe Ha yBa3i, mo Oaxanu 6 cami 4yTH i
0aunTH BCE B JIeTANSAX ajie HE IPUBEPTATH 0 ceOe yBaru.

It's all right. I'm simply a fly on the wall.

deadpan — He3BopyIIHHIA, OS3NPUCTPACHUH; CEPHO3HUN;
‘Do you know anything about plants, Jack?' 'l don't, I'm afraid," says Jack, and

looks over at me, his face deadpan.

strike up a conversation — nepuum mo4aTH (3aBeCTH) PO3MOBY.

fancy — Brit. informal mogobarucs, 1r00uTH;
Do you fancy a drink? — Uu ue 6axkaemn BUITUTH?

Emma, do you fancy this guy?
gape at — AMBUTHCS 3 MOAUBOM (LITUPOKO PO33SIBUBIIN POT).

OVErcome — oxoIUI€Ha EMOIISIMHU,

I'm just a bit overcome.

rummage — puTHcs;

She rummages in her bag and pulls out...
Her eyes well up again — Ha ii ouax 3HOBY BUCTYITHJIH CIILO3H.

hubbub — mrym, ram, ryi;
give a buzz — npuHecTH 3a10BOJICHHS;

I always find numbers give me a real buzz.

on edge — B HEPBOBOMY CTaHi, B HaNpys3i;

Even so, for the rest of the day, I'm completely on edge.

abashed — 30eHTe)KEHNH, CKOHDYKCHUI; TPUCOPOMIICHHIA;

Lissy sometimes gets like this, all shy and abashed.

offended — obpaxenwi;
...looking offended.
34



scornfully — mpe3upnuBo, 3HEBAXKIHMBO;

made one’s POiNt — TOHECTH CBOIO TyMKY;

OK. You've made your point.

Blimey! — British informal Iau tu!, mo0 Meni npoBanutucs!
How long is he over for? — SIk noBro BiH 11e moOye?

get off with — 3aBectu pomas;

feebly — cnabxo; HeMiUHO;

| tail off feebly.

refreshment(s) — 3akycku Ta Harmoi;

They don't usually have any refreshments at the departmental meeting.

consternation — kax, nepessk; 3aiineHiHHs (BiJ cTpaxy);

'What?' | stare at him in consternation.

stalk off — mitu po3aparoBano;
'He shakes his head and stalks off.

May | assure you that was the very last time | will ever do such a thing —

Jlo3BosIbTe MeHI 3aneBHUTH Bac...

play hookey = play truant — npory:roBaty;

| used to play hookey too.

And you two are an item? — I Bu 3ycTpiuaerech?

goody-goody — naiHbKa;

God, why does Connor have to be such a goody-goody?

dishevelled — po3matnanwii, CkyHOBIKEHUH; HEAKypaTHHI, HEOXAHHUIA,

Jack Harper, on the other hand, looks kind of weary and dishevelled.

lateral thinking — HecTanmapTHE MUCIICHHS;
We need more lateral thinking, people.
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Caucasian — 6ina JirouHa, JTF0IMHA €BPOIEOiTHOI pacH;

'‘We polled a broad cross-section of teenagers,' says Connor, 'including

Caucasians, Afro-Caribbeans, Asians, and...’

pluck up (one’s) courage to do smth. — 3i6parucs 3 1yxoMm.

stick up for smb. — migTpumyBaTH KOrocs,;

I'd always stick up for him.

axe — ypisyBatu, CKkopouyBaTH (OI0/)KeT, aCUTHyBaHHSI, IITaTH);

They can't axe the Panther Bar!

glow smugly — csasiTi caMOBTIIIHO.

1 Match the following words and expressions with their definitions

1) bloody

2) grudgingly

3) gist

4) have a crush on

5) bottom line

6) let one’s hair down
7) act

8) fly on the wall

9) deadpan

10) fancy

a) Brit. informal feel a desire or liking for;

b) Brit. informal used to express anger,
annoyance, or shock, or simply for emphasis;

c) deliberately impassive or expressionless;

d) reluctantly or resentfully;

e) an unnoticed observer of a particular
situation;

f) the point or substance of an argument,
speech, etc;

g) be in love with somebody but not have
a relationship with them;

h) pretend to be;

1) the fundamental and most important factor;

J) informal behave in an uninhibited or relaxed

manner
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1) overcome a) search unsystematically and untidily

through a mass or receptacle;

2) rummage b) a white person; a person of European
origin;

3) buzz c) (of a feeling or emotion) overpower or
overwhelm;

4) offended d) end, cancel, or dismiss suddenly and
ruthlessly;

5) blimey e) British informal used to express surprise,

excitement, or alarm;
6) refreshments f) light snacks or drinks, esp. one provided

in a public place or at a public event;

7) consternation g) a feeling of excitement or euphoria;
a thrill;
8) goody-goody h) a smug or ostentatiously virtuous person;

1) resentful or annoyed, typically as a result
9) Caucasian of a perceived insult;
j) a feeling of anxiety or dismay, typically at

10) axe something unexpected

2 Find synonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the active

vocabulary

1 She was fantastically pretty — John just fell for her right away.

2 Opportunities for professional advancement in our company are also
considerable.

3 Our specialists have pulled together a list of ways to help you radiate
assurance.

4 1t took me a long time to see the point.
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5 The result is that now we know all his tricks and traps.

6 Come on, Jim, this is a party! Relax and go a little wild!

7 They derive pleasure from skydiving and hang-gliding.

8 Are they going out?

9 Always support your friends!

10 I'm sure Pamela will pull herself together to ask her boss for a salary raise.
11 The local council cut down public spending on education.

12 Our engineers need to think outside the box to develop an interstellar probe.
13 His hair was tousled and he looked as if he had just woken up.

14 The children at the party were as nice as pie.

15 Peter felt embarassed when he made a spot on his new shirt at the formal

dinner.

3 Find antonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the table

to make sentences logical

career boost  grudgingly have a crush on exude confidence
buggered up  bottom line carve out let one's hair down
fly on the wall axe get off with lateral thinking
pluck up one's courage on edge glow smugly

1 Paint-by-numbers approach is what we need to overtake competitors and
promote our products in the market.

2 He was downgraded for his impressive performance and suddenly became the
Marketing Executive.

3 Simon broke up with Lucy and married her soon.

4 1'd like to be in the limelight when the boss returns from his holiday and finds
out that our company is in the red.

5 Paul has a bone to pick with you. He will readily help you.
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6 If you want to achieve something, you have to lose your opportunities.

7 Mary hung her head when she came into the assembly hall, and everybody was
amazed at her resolution and staunchness.

8 Helen chucked Bill at first sight, but he seemed not to notice her feelings.

9 You can pull yourself together. The party is in full swing, and tomorrow is
a day-off.

10 He was as fit as a fiddle after a tiring sleepless night.

11 What's up? You seem relaxed today.

12 What's the starting point? Have we won or lost?

13 David hesitated a lot but chickened out to do a parachute jump.

14 They boosted the budget and laid off half of the personnel.

15 She has been in a black mood since her promotion to the Marketing Executive

last month.

4 Answer the questions

1 Retell the conversation between Emma and Connor.

2 What did you find out about Jack Harper and Pete Ladler from a magazine
article?

3 Why does Emma pop in a juice bar before work?

4 How did the Appraisal go?

5 Why did Kerry call for Emma?

6 What was wrong with Family Corporate Day before Jack Harper’s arrival?
7 Why did Jack Harper visit the Marketing Department?

8 What was the atmosphere in the Marketing department?

9 What was wrong with the spider plant?

10 Why can’t Paul find his World Cup mug?

11 Why did Katie drop in Emma’s office?

12 How did Katie meet a new guy?
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13 Why was Emma on edge? What was in Jack’s message?

14 What did Emma tell Lissy in the evening?

15 Why was Emma very cautious about entering the Panther Corporation Building
the next morning? What was her tactics?

16 Retell the conversation between Emma and Jack in the lift.

17 How did Jack understand that Emma and Connor are an item?
18 How did Jack tease Emma and Connor about their relationship?
19 Can you compare Jack and Connor by appearance?

20 What was the gist of Connor’s presentation?

21 What was Emma’s idea?

22 Why didn’t Jack like Artemis’s remark?

23 What did Emma try to explain to Jack in the lift?
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Chapter 9-11

Active Vocabulary

Fair point! — CripaBeyuBo!
geeky society — 4okHyTe IHTEJICKTyalbHE TOBAPUCTRBO;

fab — npuronomiIMBHiA, HaA3BUYANHUS;

Isn't it fab?

upkeep — yrpumanHs (B CIIpaBHOCTI); PEMOHT, JIOTJIs1, 00CIYyrOBYBaHH

... article entitled 'Essential Wardrobe Upkeep'

charge with fraud — 3BunyBaTuTH y MmaxpaicTsi;

... who keeps being charged with fraud and appealing...

dope — #tonon, KypeHs, ii0T;

'‘Who, Connor?' 'No, you dope! Your stranger on the plane.’

wistfully — 3 nerkoro 3a3apicTio, 3ayMIUBO, MPIAINBO;

Katie gazes wistfully at me.

Spice Up — HaJaTH MKAHTHOCTI, 0)KMBHUTH;

You need to spice it (long-term relationship) up.

dead duck — midoro He BapTa piy, «IOXJIHI HOMEDY;

money-off coupon ad — pekamHe OroJIonIeHHS 3 KYIIOHOM Ha 3HIKKY;
stock up cheaply — nemeBo 3anacTuch YUMOCH;

mugging — ByJu9HE orpadyBaHHS;

accost — 3Beprarucs (10 KOro-HeOyIb); 3aroBOPIOBATH (3 KUM-HEOY/Ib);

...but as | pass Admin I'm accosted by Wendy Smith...

waxwork — BockoBa ¢irypa;
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...and we stand motionless, like waxworks.

livid — po3nrouenwid, 37wi;

...1 feel completely livid with myself.

get the sack — OyTH 3BiIBHEHUM;

squiggle — 3akapiroka, 3aBUTOK; KapJIIOUKH;
start from scratch — nouatu criouatky;

peter out — 3HuUKaTH, 1€3aTH; BUIITApOBYBATHUCH,

My gurgles peter out...

duck out — yxumuTHcsi, BiIMOBUTHUCS BiJi BAKOHAHHS YOTOCH;

You are afraid of ducking out.

overstep the mark — nepecrynuru mexy;

| overstepped the mark and I apologize.

break up — po3craBatucs;

Katie, we broke up.

counselling — koHcyapTyBaHHs (TIpodeciiina omoMora y BUPILICHHI MPo0eM);
safe and dry — y moBHOMY MOPSIIKY;

It’s a deal! — ITo pykax! lomoBunmcs!

screw loose — He Bci BloMa, I'BUHTHKA B I'OJI0BI HE BUCTAYAE,

... you must have a screw loose!

down to earth — npakTuuHUii, NpsSIMUH, BiIBEPTHH;

Mind you, he seems very down to earth.

give an out — 3HalTH BHXIJ 13 CHTYaIlii]

He did give me an out.

quite — nilicHO, HACIPaBI (BUCIOBIIOE NOCUNICHHS),

Quite a customer, this Leopold — [fiticno nosasxcnuii knienm, yeii Jleononvo.
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1 Match the following words and expressions with their definitions

1) geek

2) fab

3) fraud

4) dope

5) wistful

6) dead duck

7) mugging

8) accost

9) sack

10) squiggle

a) informal fabulous
(1960s: abbreviation);

b) informal a stupid person;

c) informal a person or thing that is
useless, unsuccessful, defunct, etc.;

d) approach and address (someone)
boldly or aggressively;

e) informal a knowledgeable and
obsessive enthusiast;

f) a short line that curls and loops in an
irregular way;

g) wrongful or criminal deception
intended to result in financial or personal
gain;

h) having or showing a feeling of vague
or regretful longing;

1) an act of attacking and robbing
someone in a public place;

J) informal dismiss from employment
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1) from scratch a) decrease or fade gradually before
coming to an end;

2) peter out b) used to indicate that the specified
person or thing is perceived as particularly
3) duck out notable, remarkable, or impressive;

c) from the very beginning, especially
4) overstep the mark without making use of or relying on any
previous work for assistance;

5) counselling d) behave in an unacceptable way;

e) with no illusions or pretensions;

6) safe and sound practical and realistic;

f) informal evade or avoid (an

7) It's a deal! unwelcome duty or undertaking);

g) the provision of professional

8) have a screw loose assistance and guidance in resolving
personal or psychological problems;

9) down to earth h) behave in a strange way and seem
slightly mentally ill;

10) quite a 1) not hurt or damaged;

J) used to express one's assent to an

agreement

2 Find synonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the active

vocabulary
1 He's a real computer nerd. He got a job in Microsoft.

2 What's he talking about? It's a bunch of crap. The guy is off his rocker.

3 The game was wonderful. Our team won 5:0.
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4 I'll clean the dining-room, and you'll take the children to the kindergarten. —
That's a bargain!

5 Leister will definitely win the Premier League this year! — Are you kidding? Fat
chance...

6 It looks like we're back to square one. It can’t be helped.

7 This time, John, you've really crossed the line. Shame on you!

8 This custom is vanishing. More and more people are moving to town.

9 You cannot evade responsibility.

10 Five weeks later, the hikers were found alive and unharmed.

11 He was fired after being late three days in a row.

12 Actually, their demands are just. Let's call and tell them that we will eliminate
the flaws by Monday.

13 What on earth happened to him? Bill used to be so careful and sensible, and
now he is such a moron.

14 Harry was angry at himself for not standing up to his wife.

15 You must be joking! When did they split up?

3 Find antonyms to the bold words and word combinations in the table to

make sentences logical (3 extra options)

observe the proprieties way to go fire No way!
reason sensibly the bee’s knees date split up
have one's head in the clouds screw it up get into a rut
wreck grow found innocent of the crime
no great shakes do one's duty set up hire

1 It was a fab party. Nothing to write home about.
2 They'd invited us to a party, and we thought we had to overstep the mark and

invite them back.

45



3 Mike was determined to duck out as a doctor.

4 Paul said it was all a dead duck, and all I had to do was shake their hands.

5 The management sacked a detective to follow employees at work.

6 You are down to earth. It's high time you stopped dreaming about Hollywood
and applied for a job.

7 I'm sure Pete has a screw loose. Let's trust him — he will find a way out.

8 Start from scratch! You are in great form.

9 He really gave an out. Such a dope!

10 Mary and David broke up. They are having a wedding next year.

11 It's a deal! Your conditions are unacceptable. We will find another supplier.
12 Unfortunately, John was safe and sound after a long and dangerous expedition
in the jungles of the Amazon. He was recovering for more than a year.

13 After watching an inspirational video, his self-confidence started to peter out,
and Charles felt calm and collected before the final.

14 Luckily, Jennifer found a good lawyer. After tiring court proceedings, she was
charged with fraud and freed.

15 In family life, it is easy to spice it up and turn it into a humdrum,

4 Answer the questions

1 Describe Emma’s emotions after Jack Harper’s appearance in her life.

2 What is Lissy’s hobby? What does Lissy do if she can’t solve a clue?

3 Where did Lissy invite Emma to go out? Did they get excited by a possible
meeting with celebrities? Did they dress casually or smarten themselves up?

4 Did the private members’ club live up to their expectations?

5 What did Emma ask Nick to do?

6 Why did Emma ask Connor to meet her in the archive room?

7 How did Jack come up with his famous marketing slogan? Why do you think

the ideas of three creative teams turned out to be wrong?
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8 What did Emma and Jack discuss in the lift?

9 What did Emma tell Connor in the evening? How did Connor react to their
breakup?

10 Why was Jemima in bewilderment when she learned of Connor and Emma’s
breakup?

11 What was Lissy’s point of view on relationships?

12 What resolution did Lissy come up with talking to Emma? Did Lissy keep it?
13 What was Emma’s job dream on Monday morning?

14 How did everybody in the Panther Corporation know about Emma and
Connor’s split-up?

15 Translate the following situation:

‘Katie, we weren’t the couple!” I say trying to keep my temper. We were a couple.
And it went wrong, and... these things happen.’

16 What was in the Leopold file? Did Jack like that idea?

17 Retell the conversation between Jack and Emma.

Extension Activities

Emma wants to have a career in a respectable company. Nowadays more and more
people are rejecting the idea of career and success in industrial society. They
choose downshifting.

Downshifting (lifestyle) is a trend where individuals adopt simpler lives from
what critics call the "rat race". [10]

Write an essay about downshifting, its pros and cons.
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